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the attack were successful; they drove the enemy from field to field, and through part of Germantown. In the mean time, our wing, by another piece of bad conduct, attempted to inarch in line of battle, ?til that order was found impracticable; which from the number of post and rail fences, thickets, and in short every thing that could obstruct our march, threw us frequently into the greatest disorder; and as the heavy fire before us, urged us on to a dog trot, we were nearly exhausted before we came to the first field of action; when unfortunately a strong stone house, in which the enemy had taken post, drew the attention of ten times the number, that would have been sufficient to keep them snug; and from which we received considerable damage. And after we had brought some artillery to play upon opposite parts of the house; each party took the other for the enemy. About this time, an opinion prevailed among some general officers, that the house was occupied by our own men, when part of our troops were ordered off. The heavy smoke, added to a thick fog, was of great injury to us. It undoubtedly encreased the fears of some, to fancy themselves flanked and surrounded; which like an electrical shock, seized some thousands, who fled in confusion, without the appearance of an enemy.
What makes this inglorious flight more grating to us, is, that we know the enemy had orders to retreat, and rendezvous at Chester; and that upwards of two thousand Hessians had actually crossed the Schuylkill for that purpose; that the tories were in the utmost distress, and moving out of the city; that our friends confined in the new gaol, made it ring with shouts of joy; that we passed, in pursuing them, upwards of twenty pieces of cannon, their tents standing, filled with their choicest baggage; in fine, every thing was as we could wish, when the above flight took place. Tho' we gave away a complete victory, we have learned this valuable truth, that we are able to beat them by vigorous exertion, and that we are far superior in point of swiftness. We are in high spirits; every action gives our troops fresh vigor, and a greater opinion of their own strength; another bout or two, must make their situation very disagreeable.
They have made several attempts to bring up their shipping, which has been attended with some loss on their side. Fort Mifflin is strong, and great dependence is put in the officer who commands, and the troops under him. We have lost many valuable spirits; but none that I now recollect, of your